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people and to everyone who submitted a quilt for
this challenge, a creative job well done! A special
thank you to Julie Guise and Sandy Ringle for
coordinating the whole challenge.

How is your quilt coming along for our 25th
Anniversary challenge? Don‟t forget to use the
silver fabric on this quilt or it will not qualify and
also it should be no larger than 25 inches in
diameter and needs to have 25 of something on it
(i.e. flying geese, triangles, squares, etc.). If you do
not have some of the silver fabric, ask one of your
fellow guild members if they would be willing to
share with you. Remember to bring your challenge
quilt the night of set-up which is Friday, March
12th. I am hoping that each member will consider
entering this special anniversary challenge.

Don‟t forget to sell your raffle tickets as this is a
good money maker for our guild. It is one of the
few requirements as a guild member that we ask
you to do. The benefits derived from selling these
tickets give the guild an opportunity to have
nationally known speakers throughout the coming
year. The raffle ticket committee always has extra
tickets for you to sell before the show in case you
are interested.

The Make – N - Take Christmas in October was lots
of fun. Everyone who attended went home with at
least an ornament and holiday card.. They were
pretty and easy to make. Once again, a special
thanks to Ute Murrin and her team for doing a fun
project for the guild.

Our philanthropy just keeps on giving. The
pillowcases, baby quilts, and receiving blankets are
definitely done with love. So again, thank you to
each and everyone who has donated their time and
talents. Remember, “Volunteerism is the price we
pay for our space on earth.”

Piecefully yours,

Sandy

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Sandy Piatak

The seasons seem to go by so quickly and the winter
one always seems the longest of them all. On the
positive side, this is a wonderful time to get totally
involved with our piecing and quilting. Remember
all those U.F.O.‟s (unfinished opportunities) that
you want to complete, now is the time to get them
finished since our quilt show is patiently waiting for
all of your quilts. The quilt show is only months
away so the pressure to complete those quilts is fast
approaching. Two of my large quilts are being
quilted and four others are waiting for me to do my
part and quilt them because they do not want to be
back on my next U.F.O. list. Doesn‟t this sound like
positive attitude?

It is amazing how life interrupts our best thought
out plans. My grandchildren keep „nagging‟ me
about their particular quilt and want to know why
they are not done. Keep in mind these quilts were
not even on my agenda when I was compiling my
U.F.O. list but hopefully they will be happy before
the year ends! This is one the many reasons I will
always have UFO‟s.

The “Holiday Party” will be held on Thursday,
January 7, 2010 at Tamarack Golf Club on Rt 59
from 6:00 to 10:00pm and the cost will be $25.00 per
person. I have been attending the party since I
joined the guild and always have a great time.
Getting together with my quilting friends and
having good food and drink is a plus. So please set
aside this date and you will not be disappointed.
Sheila Bell, Judy Jacobs, and Carol O‟Dell have
graciously offered to host our holiday party in 2010.
Please remember to bring your check or cash to
guild or mail the check to one of the three hostesses.
All checks are made out to Pride of the Prairie or
POP.

The challenge quilts were outstanding. “Windows
of Your Imagination” brought out the creativity and
talents of all who entered the challenge. The 1st
place challenger was Connie Vanni, 2nd place
challenger Christy Hardt, and 3rd place challenger
Sandy Ringle. Congratulations to these three
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2009-2010 BOARD MEMBERS

BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER

Pam Eublerg Dec 6

Joanne Beatty Dec 12

Sandy Fuehrmeyer Dec 15

Janice McGowan Dec 18

Sheri Noyola Dec 21

Carol Green Dec 22

Sue O'Connor Dec 22

Joyce Kolbe Dec 24

Nancy Mancke Dec 27

Julie Guise Dec 29

Diane Sandberg Dec 30

JANUARY

Judy Gagliardo Jan 3

Pat Lipscomb Jan 4

Patricia Criss Jan 5

Tracy Husch-Lissak Jan 8
Barbara White Jan 9

Lynette Greenwood Jan 15

Jackie D'Arcy Jan 16

Kathy Elstad Jan 19

Sandy Doubek Jan 23

Alice Krzak Jan 30

Our general membership meetings are held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at Peace Lutheran Church, 
415 W. Main St (near Rt 59 / IL 126) in Plainfield, IL.  Guests 
are always welcome to attend any program for a nominal 
guest fee.  We have a short business meeting followed by our 
program or guest speaker.  Visit our website at:   
www.prideofprairie.org 

Mailing Address:  
Pride of the Prairie Quilters

P. O. Box 501
Plainfield, IL  60544

2009 Advertising Rates

Ad Size Year (6 issues) Single Issue
Business Card:  $50 $10
Quarter Page $60 $15
Half Page $80 $20
Full Page $160 $40

Ads must be prepaid and received by Editor before 25th of 
the month to appear in next newsletter issue.

President Sandy Piatak
Vice-President Bonnie Orzech
Secretary Alice Krzak
Treasurer Anita Marsh
Hospitality Marcia Gray

Jackie D’Arcy
Darlene Ryan
Cindy Obman

Library Kathy McCluskey
Becky Brillon

Membership Ila Migut
David Reschke
Chris Heath
Kathy Elstad

Newsletter Sharon Butvilas
sbutvilas@yahoo.com

Philanthropy Julie Guise
Sandy Ringel

Programs Ute Murrin 
Susan Lark
Jo Sheppard

Contracts Becky Carpenter
Christine Williams

Publicity Joyce Kolbe
Linda Graunke

October Hostesses: Barbara White, Marianne Murphy,
Mary Ann Bruton,Ingrid Dickinson, Carol O'Dell and
Mary Winegas.

We would appreciate any donations for paper plates as
we ran out of plates at our October guild meeting.

Thanks to all who have donated treats at our meetings. If
you haven‟t brought a treat in awhile, please share a treat
for the next guild meeting.

HOSPITALITY NEWS
By Marcia Gray, Darlene Ryan, 
Jackie DõArcy and Cindy Obman
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2009 PROGRAMS & WORKSHOPS
By Ute Murrin, Susan Lark and Jo Sheppard

Upcoming Workshops: Priority registration is now
open exclusively to Pride of the Prairie Quilters
members for the following workshops. For more
information, please contact Ute Murrin or Susan
Lark. You may register for any workshop at our
regular guild meetings. Payment is required at the
time of registration. Non-members please add $10
to the workshop fee.

Workshops are held from 9:30am - 4:00pm at
Roberts Sewing Center in Crest Hill unless noted to
the contrary in the Program details below.

November 19th – Lecture: It’s in the Details by
Ann Fahl

A presentation about thread and free-motion
embroidery plus Ann's beautiful quilts.

December 10th - Lecture: Baltimore Album Style
Quilt (Wickersham Memorial Quilt) by Jo
Sheppard. She will display her reproduction of the
''Wickersham Quilt,'' a memorial quilt for John
Wickersham made circa 1847. Her quilt was based
on a pattern by Patsy Harrants and reproduced in a
brighter color way and in modern fabrics while
honoring the past. This quilt took Jo about 4 ½ yrs
to complete.

2010 PROGRAMS &  WORKSHOPS
By Becky Carpenter and Christine Williams

The following programs have been planned for the
first four months of 2010. Plan to join us on the
third Thursday evening each month for some great
speakers, lectures and trunk shows.

January 21st – Char Hopeman, designer and quilter
from Wheaton, IL, will present a trunk show. Char
will share her story along with many traditional
quilts.

February 18th – Sue Harmon, certified quilted
textile appraiser through the American Quilter‟s
Society since 1997, will present her lecture entitled
“Do You Know Your ABCs? – Appraise Before
Catastrophe.” Learn the value of a written
appraisal and get some tips on preparing your quilt
for the upcoming quilt show. You will have an
opportunity that night to sign up to have Sue
appraise your quilts at our March quilt show.

March 18th – Kathleen Tracy, author of American
Doll Quilts, Prairie Children and Their Quilts, and
her latest book, Remembering Adelia, will present a
lecture entitled “A Little History of Quilting”. She
will show us the little quilts she has created while
sharing quilt history.

April 15th – Quilt Show Celebration Report
Due to our upcoming quilt show in March 2010, we
have not planned any workshops for the first four
months of the year.

May 20th – A schoolhouse is planned. Anyone
interested in participating as a demonstrator, please
see Christine Williams or Becky Carpenter.

June 17th - Penny Harens, author of "Pieced
Appliqué" and "Pieced Applique-More Blocks &
Projects.“ As a quilter for more than 20 years and a
shop owner for several years, Penny has been
developing and teaching techniques that make it
quick, easy and fun for quilters, even beginners, to
create intricate miniature blocks. Pieced Appliqué
eliminates inset points and curves from even the
most complicated blocks.

June 19 - Workshop with Penny Harens

July 15 – Summer Picnic

SIMPLY DIVINE
Q u i l t C o m p a n y 

Professional 

Longarm Quilting

ǅPerfect Stitches ~ Computerized Quilting

ǅHundreds of Patterns

ǅEdge to Edge and All Over Quilting

ǅSpecializing in Custom Quilting

ǅHigh Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

ǅLocated NapervilleBolingbrook Area

Ribbon Winning Quilting! 

<<<<<<<<<< 

Julie Karlak 

(630) 416-4243 

www.simplydivinequilts.com
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By now many quilters have settled into fall and are
thinking about staying warm in the evening by
throwing a quilt over their lap as they hand sew the
binding in front of the TV. Boo, hiss to the Snuggi!
Quilters have never had a problem staying warm
and keeping their hands free!

A few winter projects await you in the POPQ Guild
Library:

Kathy Wylie‟s book, Sewflakes is a popular book in
the library and it will teach you five projects for
turning paper cut snowflakes into fabric Sewflakes
that add dazzle and beauty to your winter quilt
projects.

Susan Thomson‟s Quilts for Mantels and More will
have you sewing 11 projects for the seasons,
holidays, and to honor patriotism. Projects are not
just for mantels but also windowsills and tabletops.

Nancy Milligan‟s Housewarmers makes you warm
and cozy just looking at the photos of 25 projects.
Eleven patterns are shared in this book and they‟re
all toasty!

A special thank you goes out to all the quilters who
are forgetful about returning books on time! With
the overdue money fund, the library was able to
purchase a copy of Debbie Caffrey‟s Power Cutting,
Too and have it autographed following her great
presentation in September. Be sure to check it out
this month if you weren‟t able to attend the meeting
and purchase your own copy - just be sure to return
it on time!

LIBRARY NEWS

By Kathy McCluskey and Becky Brillon

PHILANTHROPY NEWS/2009 PROJECTS
By Sandy Ringle and Julie Guise

Seasonal Deadlines:

Seasonal pillowcases are welcome but need to be
received in time to get them laundered, pressed,
packaged and delivered to the hospitals so that the
children can enjoy them during the holiday season.
Please be aware of the following deadline dates:

Pillowcases Deadlines:

Christmas/Hanukkah – Thanksgiving weekend or
at our Nov. 19th meeting is the last date for these
donations.

Newborns In Need - We no longer have the need
for the summer weight quilts. They were
wonderful! Please donate regular baby quilts. The
need is great this year! Sandy and I can't wait to see
the lovely, colorful quilts you bring us.

Those who took some of the prepared quilt squares
recently we thank you! Don't forget to return them
as soon as possible! Many are finding that they can
add some of their own fabrics and make two or
three from them!

Everything has been lovely and the workmanship
fantastic! We have donated 58 quilts.

Both charity groups have been so excited by your 
generosity! 

Julie Guise

Until next time, happy quilting from the library where 
there are thousands of projects just waiting for you to 
start!  

Becky Brillon
Late Fees on DVD’s are:

One month late $1
Two months late $2

Three months late $3
Fees are accumulative! 

($1 + $2 +$3, etc.)

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.piedpiper.co.za/catalog/images/Sewflakes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.piedpiper.co.za/catalog/images/&usg=__G8AUovmJj7qbJbMPVhfRSgblku4=&h=259&w=200&sz=79&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=UDz2HD9nhogezM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=86&prev=/images?q=sewflakes&hl=en&sa=N&um=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.piedpiper.co.za/catalog/images/Quilts for Mantels and More.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.piedpiper.co.za/catalog/images/&usg=__UZnn3skfms7qQAOCMZIgpBc3MLo=&h=360&w=277&sz=34&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=j5ZO6Zjm_v2mZM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=quilts+for+mantels+and+more&hl=en&sa=N&um=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.quiltbook.com/books/HOUSEWARMERS_50.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.quiltbook.com/H.htm&usg=__ZDP5aTmOvVwbQEhpKm_ShCykCkE=&h=204&w=155&sz=14&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=LTBgBWZGbUBHMM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=80&prev=/images?q=housewarmers+++nancy+milligan&hl=en&sa=N&um=
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QUILT SHOW 2010 NEWS
“Starring Timeless Treasures”

Co-Chairs:  Marcy Maughan and Christie Hardt

Quilt Show Dates:   March 13 & 14, 2010
Location:   Richland Grade School

1919 Caton Farm Road, Crest Hill, IL

As our thoughts turn to the upcoming holidays, and
all the gifts we need to finish up, please remember
that the quilt show will be here before you know it
and you need to get your quilts finished. Don‟t
forget, we still need items for the raffle baskets and
donations for the silent auction.

You will also want to get your raffle tickets sold and
the money turned in. Try to sell as many tickets as
possible to your friends and family. Putting on a
quilt show is expensive and we need operating
capital to rent tables and quilt racks and all the
other things that make the show a success. Our
raffle quilt this year is quite beautiful and I think
anyone would be proud to win such a gorgeous
quilt. They can‟t win if you don‟t sell them a ticket.
It would be nice if you personally invite them to the
show, even if they aren‟t a quilter. Everyone loves
to come just to look at quilts.

If you missed our last guild meeting, you missed
Sue Schwegler‟s fantastic holiday gift idea. She
puts a picture of the raffle quilt on the front of a
note card and includes a pack of raffle tickets that
she has paid for inside as a gift. It is a nice token
gift to give out. If you have ever given lottery
tickets as gifts, this would be along the same line.
You can purchase the photos from Carol Green for 8
cents each. She has them available at the guild
meetings.

We will be handing out quilt registration forms at
the next meeting. You can decide what quilts you
want to enter and under what category you want
them. Be sure to fill out the form completely. We
don‟t want to make extra work for our registration
committee.

Connie Vanni will have the sign up board available
beginning at our Nov. meeting for volunteers that
we will need on Fri., Sat. and Sun. of the show.
Therefore, start thinking about times and positions
that you would be willing to volunteer for.

The next quilt show meeting will be held on Nov.
12th, at the Panera Bread Store at 95th Street and
Route 59 at 6:45 PM. We would like all committees
to be represented.

25th Anniversary Quilt Challenge - Rules

1. Quilt must be smaller than 25” x 25”.
2. Challenge fabric must be used on the quilt top 

in some way.
3. Quilt must contain 25 of something (example:  

25 fabrics, 25 flying geese, 25 blocks, etc.).
4. Quilt must have a label explaining the use of 

fabric  and the 25 items.
5. Quilts will  be displayed  at  the  2010  Quilt 

Show and will be voted on by the public.

All items are due on Fri, March 12, 2010 and should 
be given to Susan Deegan or Kim Nimtz.

WANTED: Your Used Quilting Books
and Magazines for the 2010 Quilt Show

Do you have quilting magazines and books sitting
around that you no longer need? I have a solution
for them. At next year‟s quilt show, I will be
managing a table selling used quilting magazines
and books. Other guilds have successfully done this
and since every item is donated we will make 100%
profit! I have already received donations and
continue collecting at guild/show meetings or call
me to make other arrangements. Don‟t worry if a
page is torn out or you have hand written notes on
them; we are selling them as used. Just think that
the magazine or book you have been trying to
locate for years might be waiting for you!
PLEASE NO PATTERNS just quilting magazines
and books. Contact: Jennifer Beatty

CHALLENGE QUILTS

Thank you to all who participated in the Guild‟s
quilt challenge. There‟s just a whole lot of talent
and ideas racing through our group! Every entry
received a fat quarter, and the three ribbon winners
got gift certificates to Robert‟s Sewing Center.

Congratulations to:
1st Place:    Connie Vanni with her “cicada” quilt
2nd Place:   Christie Hardt with “all her dogs” quilt
3rd Place:    Sandy Ringle with her “menopausal 
mind” quilt

A big thank you also goes to Sue O‟Connor for
making the first, second, and third place ribbons.
Such a great design!

Is that pumpkin pie
I smell in the oven?
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Sharon Butvilas

611 Oxford Court

Oswego, IL  60543

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tues, Nov. 10, 2009 at 6:30pm
Board Meeting at Plainfield Art League

24114 W. Chicago Ave, Plainfield, IL
Thurs, Nov. 12, 2009 at 6:30pm

2010 Quilt Show Committee Mtg at 
Panera Bread at Route 59 and 95th Street

Jan. 7, 2010 Holiday Party
Time: 6:00 – 10:00pm

Location:   Tamarack Golf Club

24032 Royal Worlington Drive (on Rt 59 near 105th)
Naperville, IL  

. Thurs., Nov. 19, 2009 Lecture
“It’s in the Details” by Amy Fahl

Sign up sheets for volunteers for 2010 quilt show available
at next 4 guild meetings (Nov 2009 - Feb 2010). So grab
your friends, check volunteer boards and choose some time
slots. There are a lot of great activities to choose from and
the best part is that we all get to enjoy pulling off another
successful quilt show together! Just before the big
weekend, the final volunteer list will be posted on our
guild website (first name and last initial only) so that
everyone will be able to double check their schedules.
Please contact Connie Vanni with any questions.

Thurs, Jan. 21, 2010 Lecture and Trunk Show

(regular guild night)  

Char Hopeman, Designer and Quilter

Thurs Dec. 10, 2009 Lecture

(Change to Second Thurs of Month)
“Baltimore Album Style” 

(the Wickersham Memorial Quilt) 
by Jo Sheppard

Guild newsletter is published every two months (Jan-Feb, 
Mar-Apr, May-June, Jul-Aug, Sept-Oct, and Nov-Dec). To 
submit articles for inclusion, email or mail articles to the 
Newsletter Editor by the 25th of the month preceding 
newsletter issue dates noted above (more details inside 
newsletter).

FIRST CLASS MAIL


