




Quilt Guild Happenings

July 21 -  Guild Picnic 

August 18 -  Janette Dwyer will speak on Bargain Quilts and the Quilt Buy of the Century. She will be doing quilt 
 appraisals on Thursday, August 18th  at Prairie Stitches classroom.  We still have some openings for Thursday.  If you 
would like an appraisal, please contact Kathy Elstad.  A written appraisal is $35.00.  An oral appraisal is $20.00.  Five dol-
lars of each will be given back to the guild. Appraisals will be $35 each. For more information see www. Illinoisquilthis-
tory.com

September 1- Quiltshow meeting at the church at 6:30 PM

Sept 15 -  Julie Karlak will speak on Quilt as Desired. Julie’s website is simplydivinequilts.com and her blog is located at 
www.simplydivinequilts.blogspot.com. 

There will be a Creating and Marking Quilt Designs workshop on Saturday, September 17th. It will be held at Roberts 
Sewing Center from 9:30 to 3:30.   The cost will be $35.00.  There is still room available. 

October 20 -  Marsha McCloskey will speak on Feathered Star Quilts. She is the author of numerous books including 
Feathered Star I and II, Blended Quilts I and II, and Pieced Borders. Marsha’s website is www.marshamccloskey.com

There will be a Winter Star workshop on October 20th and a two day The Feathered Star Sampler workshop on October 
21st and 22nd. 

November 17 -  Frieda Anderson will speak on Fast Fusing Fun. Freida can be found on the web at www.friestyle.com 
and blogs at friestyle.com/my-blog.html..

There will be a Blooming Fun workshop on November 18th. 

December - Quilt Guild Challenge quilts are due. The Theme is “Shadows.”

Upcoming Events

July 13-16, AQS Quilt Show, Knoxville, Tenn.

July 28-31 - Quilt Odyssey, Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, Hershey Pa

July, August, Sept 2011 - Northen Illinois Quilt Fest. Quilt exhibits, quilt gardens, barns and special events For more 
information go to www.northernillinoisquiltfest.com

August 19-20 - Weekend of Valor Quilt Show. Huntley Park District, 12015 Mill Street, Huntley, IL. Our raffl e quilt will 
be on display. There will be over 50 quilts, Merchants Mall, Raffl e Baskets and Quliters Boutique. If you want to volun-
teer to sell tickets, contact Susan Lark at 630-717-0659.

August 18-21, 2011, World Quilt Show, Manchester, New Hampshire (a Mancuso show)

August 26-27 - Open House at Harvest House Quilting. Our raffl e quilt will be on display. If you would like to volunteer 
to sell raffl e tickets, contact Susan Lark at 630-717-0659.

September 8-10 Madison Quilt Exp,. Exhibition Hall at the Allaint Energy Ctr, Madison.   www.quiltexpo.com
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September 17-18, Faithful Circle Quilt Guild, Jefferson Jr. High School, Woodridge, IL Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 11-4. 

September 28-Oct 1st- AQS-Iowa. Des Moines IA.

Nov 3-6 - Houston Quilt Show

March 10 and 11, 2012 Pride of the Prairie Quilt Show

AQS has announced that it will be moving the Knoxville TN show to Grand Rapids Michigan in 2012.  The show will be 
at the DeVos Place, August 22-25, 2012.

Quilt Show News
                         
        
Congratulations to Pride of the Prairie and especially everyone who worked on the Raffl e Quilt and especially, especially 
the quilt committee -- we’ve been accepted for the AQS Des Moines Quilt Show  which runs from September 28 through
 October 1st !!!!

Lynn Poulis

Have you cleaned out your stash of quilting magazines/books lately?

Starting at our October Meeting I will be collecting your gently read QUILTING magazines and books to resell at our 
March 2012 quilt show.  This was a great addition to our last show, I collect/sort/store and deliver them to the show.  

STARS OF THE PRAIRIE
MARCH 10 & 11, 2012

The Quilt Show 2012 will be here before we know it.  Hopefully, you are working on your quilts to be showcased.  Our 
show encompasses many ranges of talent from the beginner to the artistic quilter.  It would be wonderful if each member 
would display a quilted item in this show.    

The quilt show meeting was held on June 30.  Many of the committees gave us their updates but we are still in need of 
volunteers.  During the August guild meeting we will be asking for your assistance. Several members came to the meeting 
with creative ideas as to what could be added to the show in 2012.  One of the newest additions to the show will be “Strip 
Search” and yes, we do need you to volunteer.  There are many ideas still out for consideration but we will move forward 
as we fi nalize the details of the show.  

The raffl e quilt is making it easy to sell our raffl e tickets.  Sales have been great.  Which reminds me; don’t forget about 
those stunning bookmarks.  I have heard many positive comments on these.  If you are going quilt fabric shopping, please 
make sure you take some bookmarks to leave at your favorite store.  

The next quilt show meeting will be held Thursday, September 1 at 6:30pm in the church.  All members are welcome 
to attend and share any ideas you may have to make our show successful.

Piecefully yours,
Sandy Piatak and Lynn Poulos
Co-Chairs 
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September 17-18, Faithful Circle Quilt Guild, Jefferson Jr. High School, Woodridge, IL Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 11-4. 



TIME FOR A STRIP SEARCH!

Pride of the Prairie is aiding and abetting.Do you feel guilty about all those fabric scraps? Is it wrong to not use up every 
piece of fabric that you bought?  Are you tired of seeing the same fabric but feel remorse for not using all of it?  The 
guild can help you!  We are going to collect quilt shop quality/100% cotton fabric scraps to sell at our quilt show in 
March.  

We are looking for:  
*Strips up to 4 inches in width and any length.
*Triangles any size
*Charm squares in 4 or 5 or 6 inches
*Other usable fabric scraps

Please place the fabric strips you no longer want in a large zip lock bag and bring to the guild meeting. We are 
recommending 40 strips per bag…or just bring in what you don’t want and place in the box that will be set up.  
Separate the charm squares by size and place in a large zip lock baggie. 
Place the triangles and other usable scraps in separate large zip lock baggies.
Bring in your bagged items and place in the appropriate boxes for collection.
When you purchase a baggie of fabric you are not only supporting our guild but giving a home to someone else’s 
unloved fabric. As the saying goes one woman’s trash is another’s treasure!  Thank you for your contributions.

If you have torn out a pattern/article it’s ok.  If you wish to remove or blacken out your mailing label please do so.  At our 
meetings you do not need to carry them into the church, before the meeting starts or at break let me know you brought a 
donation and we can move them from your car to mine.  I no longer work in the local area, but we can make arrangements 
for you to drop them off at my home in Shorewood if you like.  The best part is this is 100% profi t to our guild and it’s a 
great way to recycle to your fellow quilters!  

Any questions please contact me, Thanks!  Jennifer Beatty 
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Birthdays

July

Pat Creehan  July 1
Judy Raclowski  July 4
Dan Kolbe  July 18
Sharon Nichols  July 19
Lolly Adolfson  July 20
Julie Baird  July 23
Holly Moore  July 30

August

Mary Winegar  Aug 4
Pat Sienko   Aug 6
Jan Mueller   Aug 22
Kathy McCluskey  Aug 30
Wendy Teller   Aug 31

Items Needed

When you are thinking about the quilt show, don’t forget we need donations for the Silent Auction and for the Raffl e Bas-
kets. Donations for the Silent Auction must have a minimum value fo $15. Kathy Lucas is accepting all donations for this 
committee. Kathy Estad is accepting Raffl e Basket donations. And when you are out shopping at the various quilt stores, 
look for sales on fat quarters that can be donated to the raffl e baskets. We also have a challenge quilts for the 2012 show. 
For futher information on the challenge quilts contact Marcy Maughan. Now is the time to get going on your donations. 

If you have torn out a pattern/article it’s ok.  If you wish to remove or blacken out your mailing label please do so.  At our 



Bees
There are many bees operating within the guild. This month we are spotlighting who they are and  what they are doing.

“Beein’ With Friends” Bee

 We are currently a 5-member Bee.  We meet once a month (usually morning to mid or late afternoon), and our meeting 
date is usually the second Wednesday of each month.  Among other things, we enjoy visiting our favorite Quilt  Shops, 
attending Quilting events whenever possible, and just getting together at each other’s homes to quilt all day.  In January, 
we try to plan the  year’s meeting dates and activities.  We always reserve one meeting in our 
schedule to do philanthropy.  Sometimes we have “workshops” to learn new techniques.  In December, we work on a 
special Christmas/Holiday project. Our membership has changed through the years, but we started 
with 6 and would be happy to accept another new member.  

Sandy Anderson, Plainfi eld
Eileen Diercks, Plainfi eld
Marianne Murphy, Plainfi eld
Carol O’Dell, Shorewood
Nancy Rowley, Plainfi eld 

Quilter Bee

 We are the Quilter Bees.  Helle-May’s son named our group.  He said we were like quilter bees each time we sewed at her 
house.  We liked it and the rest is history.  The bees in our group are Helle-May Cheney( who left the hive, for another in 
NJ. But will always be a part of our hive),  Sandy Doubek, Donna Goodwin, Carol Marland, Diane Sandberg, Christene 
Thompson, Connie Vanni, Kriket Warner, Peggy Young and Joyce Devries, who just joined the hive. Sometimes a few of 
our daughters have visited also. As you can see our hive is full.  So, we cannot accept anymore bees.

We enjoy quilting together.  We meet once a month, taking turns at each others houses.  We work on whatever individual 
projects we are working on.  A few times in the beginning we worked on silent auction items for the quilt show.  We hope 
to have a few nights, when we teach new techniques also. 

We have enjoyed shop hop fi eld trips.  Bees do like to check other fl owers, aka quilt stores.  Some of us go each year in 
July to Creative Passion’s in Chesaning, MI. for a week long quilt retreat.  We have a grand time sewing, shopping and 
being silly, lots of that.

 We have become bee sisters.  I can’t imagine life without any of my bee sisters.  So, because we are called quilter bees, 
all of us have been collecting bee items and fabric from the beginning of our group.  You never know what the bees will 
need for their hive.
Carol Marland   

The Whatever May Bee meets on the second Friday of the month from 1:00-3:00 PM at members’ homes in the Crest 
Hill, Plainfi eld, Oswego area. We work on individual projects and support each other in our quilting endeavors. We cur-
rently have fi ve active members and new members are welcome.
       

Bee Sew Cool meets the fi rst Thursday of the month from 1:00-3:00 PM at members’ homes in the Crest Hill and 
Romeoville area. We work on individual projects and are supportive of each other. We currently have three members 
and would like to invite others to join us. For more information on either of these two bees contact Barbara White at 
815-730-8237.
            
.
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Whatever May Bee

Bee Sew Cool

Bees



The Wanna Bees was formed in 2003 and has eight members, most living in the Bolingbrook area.  We all gather one 
Thursday night a month for 2 to 3 hours.  We work on our own projects and usually bring hand work like appliqué, 
knitting, embroidery or hand quilting.  It’s a nice size because we can all fi t around a table to talk and catch up.  Here are 
some of the projects we are currently working on: a Dear Jane quilt, English paper piecing, needle turn appliqué, hand 
quilting a bed-size quilt plus knitting a couple baby projects.  Occasionally we have a sew-day instead of our regular bee 
meeting.  It extends into the evening with a pot-luck dinner for all.  Each summer we have our own quilting retreat over a 
long weekend at a bee member’s guest house.  In the past, we have taken road trips to quilt shows and quilting retreats in 
Wisconsin.  Some of us have been members of the POPQ guild for over ten years.  Almost all of our bee members have 
served on the POPQ board in the last 5 years and each member volunteers on a quilt show committee.  We are not looking 
to add members at this time.  
Julie Karlak
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Wanna Bees

Applique Bee

We are a bee that specializes in Applique work. We meet once amonth at Marie Giovannini’s house in Plainfi eld.
We work on individual projects and group projects. We just fi nished an applique quilt for a Guatemala ophanage. We are 
accepting new members and for more information contact Jo Shephard.

Applique Bee

Busy Bees

This group meets at members homes and works on individual and group projects. Currently we are working on several 
quilts of valor. We also take trips to shops in the area. We do not have any openings for new members at this time. 

Why Bees?

To quote author Sandra Dallas: “ Women like each other in a way that forms a bond that is different from what they 
might  have with their husbands.  We tell each other things we wouldn’t tell oiur boyfriends or husbands. Women 
friends ease our life.  There is a closeness among women who understand one another in a way that men don’t.” 

To share a common interest is the beginning of friendship. Hopefully, a bee will be more than that. It will be a support 
group that challenges you, furthers your skills, shares your passions, and makes you a better person.

Wanna Bees



I specialize in creating one of a kind 
memory quilts which can include 
photographs, and special sayings. 
All my quilts come with a custom 
designed label.

I pay special attention to detail.

Wanted

I am looking for the July-August 2006 issue of Quiltmaker Magazine. If anyone has it, I would like to make a copy of the 
applique pattern that is in it.  Contact Betty Jo Chapin at 815-436-3460.

freequiltpatterns.info

This is a web site I found while playing around on the computer. It lets you pick a design, then change the number of 
columns and rows to get the correct size and also lets you change the fabrics in the quilt.  The site advertises that there are 
over 1 million quilt patterns available.  If nothing else, its fun to play with the various quilts on the site.  
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Wanted



Officers and Board Members

President		  Jan Mueller	
Vice President		  Connie Vanni 
Secretary		  Marilyn Lichtenstein 
Treasurer		  Kim Clarke	
Library			  Deborah Babarskas
			   Paula Riordan
Membership		  Betty Jo Chapin		
			   Lisa Benson
			   Joyce Kolbe
			   Jo Snider	
			   Kathy Wall
Newsletter		  Marcy Maughan
Philanthropy		  Sandy Fuehrmeyer	
			   Kathy Mital
Programs		  Kathy Elstad		
			   Geri MacRoy
Contracts		  Sandy Piatak
			   Carol O’Dell
Publicity		  Dan Kolbe

2010-11 Advertising Rates
Ad Size		 Year (6 issues)	     single issue

Business Card		  $50			   $10
Quarter Page		  $60			   $15
Half Page		  $80			   $20
Full Page		  $160			   $40

Ads must be prepaid and received by the Editor before the 
5th of the month to appear in the next newsletter isssue.  		

SIMPLY DIVINE
Sometimes you need a special 
design to make your quilt just 
right… 

Race Cars, Music Notes, Puppies, Kittens, Monkeys, Hearts, Princess 
Wands, Pirates, Fly Fishing, Golf, Spider Webs, Pumpkins,  Candy 
Canes, Snow Men and Christmas Trees …    Anything is possible!    

	Hundreds of New, Fun Patterns and Designs for Every Occasion!
	Edge to Edge Pantographs with Perfect Stitches ~ Computerized 

Quilting 
	Simple Custom to Heirloom Quilting
	Ribbon Winning, High Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

Julie Karlak   (630) 416-4243

General membership meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 7 PM at Zion Lutheran Church, Book Road 
and 111th Street . Guests are always welcome to attend any 
program for a nominal fee. We have a short business meet-
ing followed by our program or guest speaker. Visit our 
website at www.pride of prairie.org.

Mailing address:	 Pride of the Prairie Quilters
			   PO BOX 501
			   Plainfield, IL 60544

The Prairie Times is published six times a year in January, 
March, May, July, September,  and November. Articles 
should be sent to the editor, Marcy Maughan, at garrden-
grandma@pobox.com or caoilinn722@yahoo.com. or 
mailed to 1404 Calcutta Lane, Naperville, IL  60563. All 
articles should be received by the 5th of the publication 
month. 

Board Meetings will be held at 6:30 
PM on 
June 28
September 6
November 8

at Zion Lutheran Church, Book 
Road and 111 Street., Naperville



Pride of the Prairie Quilters
Newsletter
1404 Calcutta Lane
Naperville, IL  60563

2012 Stars of the Prairie Raffle Quilt

Save the Date

The 2012 Pride of the Prairie Quil Show 
“Stars of the Prairie” 

will take place on March 10 & 11, 2012.  


